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It is hard to believe that October is already
here.  We are thankful and grateful to be at
Marion Schilling Elementary, it is truly a
great place to be.  We hope families were
able to rest, relax, and enjoy the
Thanksgiving Long Weekend.  Students are
settled in classes and routines are in place.
It was great to see so many parents visit
classrooms on our Early Closure Day on
Monday, September 26.  It is so exciting to
have parents and caregivers able to come
back into the building.  We are committed to
working alongside families to make Marion
Schilling a welcoming and inclusive
environment where students can thrive.

Mrs. D. Piggin, Principal
Ms. K. Chernoff, Vice Principal

Calendar of Upcoming Dates
Oct. 17/18 Wildsafe Presentations

Oct. 20 Earthquake Drill

Oct. 21 Pro-D Day (No School)

Oc. 24 Drop Everything and Read

Oct. 31 Halloween

Nov.  3 Photo Retakes

Nov. 11 Remembrance Day

Congratulations September
Pizza Winners
Mrs. Piggin and Ms. Chernoff enjoyed pizza
with the following students on October 3.
Thank you to their families for reading the
newsletter.
Layla M.                          Margarette F.
James V.                        Grace N.
Linden N.                        Zoe H.
Chase J.                         Riley H.

Student and Family
Affordability Fund
The Kamloops Thompson Board of
Education is taking steps to implement a
plan providing $1.6 million in additional
financial support for students and families.
The funding is the District’s share of a
one-time $60 million Student and Family
Affordability Fundannounced in August by
the Ministry of Education and Child Care.

The District is improving the process to
access this fund, based on feedback from
AEC, IFVE and DPAC in a way that is
trauma informed by ensuring all school staff
are informed, and by providing multiple
ways to complete a Student Financial
Assistance Form. This includes sending an
email to a chosen staff member such as an
Aboriginal Education Worker, or a principal;
or completing the form with a band
education contact or a social worker; or
calling a preferred contact at their children’s
school to ask for assistance; or completing
the form themselves and in person.

https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/107497/?preview=120125
https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/107497/?preview=120125


Recycling Blitz Begins
In an effort to reduce
waste at Marion Schilling
Elementary, Mr. Dell’s
Grade 4 students have
stepped up to be Recycling
Leaders.  They are busy

learning important facts and skills about
recycling.  Mrs. Jaime Garbutt, from the City
of Kamloops, spent two days at Marion
Schilling working with, and educating all
students about the importance of recycling
and how different products can be recycled.
Thank you to Mr. Dell and his class for
taking on this important initiative.  Please
note that Waste Reduction Week in Canada
is October 17 to 23.

Welcome to Marion Schilling
We are pleased to
welcome Mrs. April
Wilds to the Marion
Schilling team.  Mrs.
Wilds will be working

as a CEA (Certified Education Assistant).
Mrs. Wilds is a familiar face around the
school and both staff and students are
excited to have her.

FOUNDATION SKILLS
ASSESSMENTS Gr.4 and
Gr.7 (FSA)
Our Grade 4 and 7 students are beginning
FSAs.  There are specific schedules for
administering FSA’s for each class. This is a
Ministry initiative and we ask that our
students be well rested and in a state of
mind to try their best on the assessments.
There are two main parts to the
assessment: Numeracy and Literacy. There
is also a Collaboration Component and a
Self-Reflection Component in an effort to
mirror the redesigned curriculum.  Students
will write in both written booklets and
electronic exams on a chromebook.

Once the booklets have been marked,
parents will receive them back with a
snapshot of your child’s performance. The
exam results are also used as a snapshot to
see how students are doing in our school
and in our district compared to the rest of
the province. The results are not used in
any way for teachers to use for classroom
data for reporting; however, the ITEM TEST
ANALYSIS is a very useful document in
seeing what strands of the curriculum our
students need support with.

It would be most appreciated if you could
send your children to school ON TIME each
day. Making up the exams if students have
been absent will be a huge undertaking and
it is helpful to have parents’ cooperation to
ensure all grade 4 and 7 students are at
school during the writing sessions.

Thank You For Donations
Thank you to all students and families who
donated to Terry Fox and Raise a Reader.
The donations we received were
overwhelming.  We do not have final totals
specific to our school, but donations were
very generous.



Drop Everything and Read
Day - October 24
Students are invited to bring their favourite
book to school and be prepared to Drop
Everything and Read (D.E.A.R.) -
Monday,October 24.

Halloween
There will be more information coming
home to parents around October 24, but a
bit of a Halloween preview:  we will be doing
both a primary and intermediate dance on
Halloween; there will be a pumpkin carving
contest (students will carve pumpkins at
home and then bring carved pumpkins to
school); and students are allowed to wear
costumes (masks, weapons, and gore stay
at home though).

Congratulations Mr. Bell
2022 Prime Minister’s Teaching

Excellence Winner

Mr. Brandon Bell received his Certificate of
Achievement sponsored by Ms. Sarah
Gjaltema who said, ”When I saw this award,
I thought of Brandon because of his
innovative ways of engaging students in
learning.” Principal Deb Piggin and staff,
students, and parents at Marion Schilling
Elementary School are proud of Mr. Bell’s
accomplishments. Left to right: Dr. Rhonda
Nixon, Superintendent, Ms. Sarah Gjaltema,
CEA, Mr. Brandon Bell, 6/7 Teacher, Mr.
Grant Reilly, Assistant Superintendent.

From all of us at Marion Schilling,
Congratulations, Mr. Bell!

Sports
Thank you to Mrs. Vermey who has been
working with our Cross Country Running
Team.  We were proud of all of our runners
who went to recent races!  Our runners
showed perseverance and heart!

Volleyball is just getting started.  We have
two volleyball teams.  We have a Grade 4 /
5 Girls Volleyball team coached by Mrs.
Hanlon and Mrs. Naylor.  We have a Grade
6 / 7 Girls team coached by Mrs. Wilds.
Thank you to players and coaches.



Safety and Medical Alerts
We have been working hard at the school to
update Medical Alerts and Medication
Forms.  Please get these forms returned to
the school.  Keep us updated on any
changes or updates to Medical Alerts.
Student safety is a top priority.

Upcoming Field Trips
We are happy to announce that there are
some upcoming field trips.  Mrs. Stuckey’s
and Mrs. Patton’s classes have a big
pumpkin patch field trip coming up.  The
rest of the school will be going to the
Salmon Run on Wednesday, October 26.
Look for more information that will be
coming home, including permission forms.

Truth and Reconciliation
Day 2022
Marion Schilling participated in National
Truth and Reconciliation Week to raise
awareness around residential schools and
their impact, and to demonstrate support for
all those impacted by the residential schools
Marion Schilling was a sea of orange on
Thursday, September 29.  Both Mrs. Piggin
and Ms. Chernoff observed that we have
never seen so many orange shirts.  Classes
participated in a variety of discussions,
crafts, storytell, and poem writing to honour
this important day.

Munchalunch
The November Meals, Booster Juice and
Pizza Dates have been uploaded to the
Munchalunch website.
Please have your selections entered by
Wednesday, October 26th @ noon, so that
preliminary orders may be sent to the
caterers. The portal will be closed for
ordering Friday, October 28th @ 3pm.
Any questions or concerns, please contact
the school office @ 250-372-2027.

School District 73 Strategic
Plan
School District No. 73
(Kamloops-Thompson) Board of Education
is proud of the five-year roadmap that has
been developed, through extensive
consultation, with students, parents, staff,
the Aboriginal Education Council, and many
student and community groups.

Over 2,000 participants met repeatedly over
the last eight months to determine our
foundational framework (mission, vision,
values, Seven Grandfather Teachings) and
operational framework (priorities, goals,
outcomes, strategies).

District Strategic Plan 2022-2027
Booklet

District Strategic Plan 2022-2027
One-page Overview

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/resources/Strategic-Priorities/District_Strategic_Plan_2022-27.pdf
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/resources/Strategic-Priorities/District_Strategic_Plan_2022-27.pdf
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/resources/Strategic-Priorities/DSP_One_Page.pdf
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/resources/Strategic-Priorities/DSP_One_Page.pdf


School Goals
Each year, schools must have school goals
as part of their School Learning Plan. This
year both the School District and Marion
Schilling Elementary School have new
goals! We are excited about our Five Year
District Strategic Plan as well as the two
goals we are choosing to focus on at our
school.

Learning Goal: Through developing a
positive school environment focused on a
growth mindset and students’
competencies, students will meet or exceed
literacy expectations.

Wellbeing Goal: To create a welcoming
school environment that leads to a strong
sense of belonging, acceptance, and
resiliency for all students.

Pizza with the Principal
If you would like to be entered into a draw to
have pizza with the principal, put your name
and favourite thing about Marion Schilling
on a scrap piece of paper and bring the
paper to the office.  The draw will take place
on Friday, November 4.  Pizza will be
enjoyed on Monday, November 7.

Great ShakeOut Earthquake
Drill
This year's International ShakeOut Day is
October 20, when millions of people
worldwide will participate in earthquake
drills at work, school, or home!  Marion
Schilling will be participating in this drill on
October 20 at 10:20 am.

DROP where you are, onto your
hands and knees. This position
protects you from being knocked
down and reduces your chances of
being hit by falling or flying objects.

COVER your head and neck with
one arm and hand.

● If a sturdy table or desk is
nearby, crawl underneath for
shelter.

● If no shelter is nearby, crawl
next to an interior wall.

● Stay on your knees; bend over
to protect vital organs.

HOLD ON until the shaking stops.

● Under shelter: hold on to it with
one hand; be ready to move
with your shelter if it shifts

● No shelter: hold on to your head
and neck with both arms and
hands.



No Dogs Allowed
Please remember, according to bylaw, dogs
are not permitted on school grounds.  Let’s
work as a community to keep our fields
clean and free of dog feces.

Lost and Found
The school lost and found is now hanging
outside of the office.  There are already
many hoodies and clothing items hanging
there.  Please remind your child (ren) to
periodically check the lost and found.
Parents and caregivers are welcome to
come and check out the lost and found as
well.

PAC
Thank you so much to all of the outgoing
PAC executives for all of your efforts and
support over the past few years.  We have
welcomed many new parents to the 2022 /
2023 PAC executive and thank you to
everybody who put their name forward to
keep our PAC alive.  Plans are in the works
for fun activities and fundraisers.  Marion
Schilling will be hosting a craft fair on
November 19 and there is already a lot of
excitement about this.  Please note the PAC
Direct Drive Fundraiser on the
Munch-A-Lunch site.  Poinsettia orders will
return this year.  Stay tuned for many more
events and fundraisers.

Coupon Book
Fundraiser launched
this week!

Halloween Safety Tips
Trick-or-treaters:

● Trick-or-treat in well known-areas
with an adult or if you're old enough
to be on your own, stay with a group
of friends;

● Stay in well-lit areas and only visit
well-lit houses;

● Wear a costume that can easily be
seen at night. Reflective materials
are best!

● Watch for cars pulling out of
driveways and backing up;

● Carry a flashlight so you can see
where you are going;

● Have your treats inspected by an
adult before eating them;

● Always wait outside a house for your
treats;

● Go down one side of the street,
cross at the corner, and then go
down the other side;

● Are "fake" swords, knives or guns
part of your costume? Make sure
they look fake but remember, some
people still may not be able to tell
the difference;

● Stay away from animals you don't
know. Pets get frightened on
Halloween.

The MSES Thanksgiving
Gratitude Tree


