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With the arrival of February, came the
arrival of our kindness month at Marion
Schilling Elementary School.  We are so
pleased with all of the acts of kindness that
we are observing.  We hope that students
keep up these kind acts even beyond
February.

D� thing� for peopl� - no� becaus� of
wh� the� ar� or wha� the� d� i� retur�,
bu� becaus� of wh� yo� ar�.
– - Harol� S. Kushner

We wish our students and families a Happy
Valentine’s Day!  We also hope that families
are able to get out together and have a fun
BC Family Day!

Mrs. D. Piggin, Principal
Ms. K. Chernoff, Vice Principal

Calendar of Upcoming Dates
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day (Wear Red

and White)

Feb. 20 BC Family Day (No School)

Feb. 22 Pink Shirt Day

Feb. 28 Hand-In Kindness Calendars

Mar. 20 Spring Break Begins

Apr.  3 School Reopens

Apr.  7 Good Friday (No School)

Apr.  9 Easter

Report Cards
Paper copies of report cards were sent
home on Thursday, February 2.  If you have
not done so already, please sign and return
the report card envelopes so that they can
be reused for the June report card.  Report
Cards have been posted to the Parent
Portal and will be available there until June
14, 2023.  We will be sending home
hard-copies of report cards again in June,
but next year we plan on transitioning to
being more paperless and only posting
reports to the Parent Portal.  Parents are
always welcome to reach out to individual
teachers for updates on student progress.
The next official Point of Progress will occur
in April and will be in the form of an open
house, so parents will have the opportunity
to have a face to face conversation with the
teacher, or look over student work.

Nature’s Fare 3% Club
We are registered in the Nature’s Fare 3%
Club.  For those of you who shop at
Nature’s Fare, please save your receipts
and send these receipts to school.  We will
be collecting these receipts at the office and
submitting them to Nature’s Fare.  We then
get 3% back on the total of those receipts to
put towards school initiatives.  Nature’s Fare
is located at 1350 Summit Drive (Unit 5).
They have grocery items, skin care
products, and vitamins.



Student Learning Survey
Beginning in January we asked our Grade 4
and 7 students to complete the Ministry
Student Learning Survey.  All Parents and
Staff are also able to give us their opinions
about the functioning of our school. Parents
can complete the Internet Electronic
Anonymous Surveys, providing immediate
satisfaction level results to the school and
the district.  Grade 4 and 7 students will
complete the surveys at school using their
PEN number.

Staff and parents have direct access with no
codes needed to complete the survey.  To
complete the survey:
1. Go to
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey
2. Find our district and school name and
language you prefer.
3. Complete the survey by clicking on the
'radio buttons” for each question. Move to
the next set of questions by clicking on
NEXT in the bottom right corner of the
screen.
4. When you have finished the survey, you
will get a message “Thank you for sharing
your views.”
5. Once complete, our school will have the
results immediately. Your views are
completely anonymous, but very helpful in
planning for our school.

Welcome to Marion
Schilling
Marion Schilling Elementary is excited to
welcome Ms. Taylor McCourt to our team.
Ms. McCourt is taking over from Mrs.
Beattie.  Ms. McCourt will be teaching Music
and Physical Education preps on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.  On behalf of the entire
Marion Schilling Community . . . Welcome
Ms. McCourt!  We are happy to have you!

Criminal Record Checks
Effective immediately, ALL
PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS/ADULTS that
are going on ANY trip with a class, are
driving as volunteers or are coming to
support with class special events must have
a CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK. PLEASE
KNOW THIS IS A DISTRICT DECISION not
a Principal decision. All schools will be
transitioning to this practice.  Please contact
the office or your child’s teacher to get the
web-site and access code to complete your
criminal record check on-line.

Valentine’s Day
February 14 is Valentine’s Day!  We are
having a school wide Theme Day where
students are encouraged to wear Red and
White.  Classes will be participating in
various activities.  We are having two
dances on Valentine’s Day.  The Primary
Dance will be 12:10 to 12:50 and the
Intermediate Dance will be in the afternoon.
There will be a concession at both dances
where students will be able to purchase
various items that will range in price from
$0.50 to $2.00.  Glow sticks will also be
available to buy.

Valentine’s Day Dance Concession

Bring your Loonies and Toonies

Items will range in prince from

$0.50 to $2.00.

Glow Sticks / Chips / Cookies /

Fruit Gummies / Fish Crackers /

And More

Intermediate Dance:  Iced Tea

(Limited Supply)

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey


Epi-Pens and Medical Care
Plans
Please remember to let the school know if
there are any changes to your child’s health
information.  It is important that we have the
most up-to-date information at the school.
Note expiry dates on Epi-Pens, we will be
contacting families who have expired
Epi-Pens.  Also, if your child requires an
Epi-Pen, please ensure that the school does
indeed have an Epi-Pen.  If your child has
previously required an Epi-Pen, but no
longer does, let us know so we can update
our records.

New Fire Safety Protocols
Schools have been advised of some new
Fire Safety Protocols.  One of these
protocols is to have all small appliances
removed from classrooms.  If your child has
previously used a microwave or kettle to
warm their lunch, these appliances have
had to be removed from classrooms.  Thank
you for your understanding.  Moving
forward, please send lunch items that do not
require a microwave or kettle for heating.

Wear Pink!

Wednesday,
February 22!

Pink Shirt Day!

Mavericks Choose
Kindness
Students and staff are currently working on
completing a kindness calendar at Marion
Schilling.  We are seeing many acts of
kindness around Marion Schilling, including:
silent waves and smiles; tucking in others’
chairs; holding the door open for others; and
checking in with students who appear sad.
Our Tier 3 Boys Basketball team showed
extreme kindness to their opponents during
a recent game.  Mr. Dell’s class showed
incredible kindness during a recent skating
trip with their buddy class.  Ms. Jones’ class
continuously works on ‘filling the buckets of
others.’  Way to go ALL students!  Even a
small act of kindness can go a long way.

Basketball
We are so proud of our Basketball Athletes.
We have three teams involved in Basketball
and all three teams are doing so well.  Not
only are the Mavericks winning games, but
they are showing kindness and sports
etiquette.  Way to go teams!

Thank you to our players, coaches, teacher
sponsors, scorekeepers, and refs for
making this basketball season a success.



Mavericks Choose
Kindness - Mean Behaviour
Versus Bullying?
Reference:  School District No. 73 607.1
Inclusive Education Services Handbook

When a child is having a problem with their
peers, it can be hard for parents to know
what is really happening – is it bullying or is
it something else? Each type of behaviour
must be handled differently, to keep children
safe and help them learn how to get along
with others. Peer Conflict - Conflict
between and among peers is a natural part
of growing up. Children will have times
when they disagree and can’t solve their
own problems. They may even become so
frustrated that they say mean things or act
out physically by hitting, kicking or trying to
hurt. If it is peer conflict, you will be aware
that these children:
• Usually choose to play or hang out
together;
• Have equal power (similar age, size,
social status, etc.);
• Are equally upset; • Are both interested in
the outcome; and
• Will be able to work things out with adult
help (after calming down). Adults can
respond by helping the children talk it out,
and see each other’s perspective. This is
often referred to as “conflict resolution”.
Mean Behaviour - Children may try out
behaviours to assert themselves –
sometimes saying or doing mean things –
such as making fun of others, using a hurtful
name, taking something without permission,
leaving a child out, or “budging” in line. If it
is mean behaviour, usually:
• It is not planned and seems to happen
spontaneously or by chance;
• It may be aimed at any child nearby;

• The child being mean may feel badly when
an adult points out the harm they’ve caused.
When adults see mean behaviour they
should not ignore it. Adults should respond
quickly, firmly and respectfully to stop the
behaviour, to let kids know that their actions
are hurtful and to re- direct children to more
positive behaviour. This quick response
stops the child from developing a pattern of
mean behaviour as their way of interacting
with peers, and prevents mean behaviour
from escalating into bullying. It is a lot easier
to correct a child for one nasty comment
than to change a pattern of cruelty that
grows over time. Bullying Behaviour -
Bullying is a serious behaviour that has
three key features – all three must be
present for the situation to be considered
bullying:
• Power imbalance – One child clearly has
power over the other(s), which may be due
to age, size, social status, and so on.
• Intention to harm – The purpose of the
bullying behaviour is to harm or hurt other(s)
– it is intended to be mean and is clearly not
accidental.
• Repeated over time – Bullying behaviour
continues over time, and gets worse with
repetition. There is a real or implied threat
that the behaviour will not stop and in fact
will become even more serious. The effect
on the child who is being bullied is
increased fear, apprehension and distress.
Often by the time adults find out about what
is happening, the child has tried many ways
to stop the bullying but cannot do so on their
own. Adults must address the bullying
behaviour and ensure the safety of the
student who has been targeted. They also
need to reassure the children who may
have witnessed the behaviour that adults
are taking care of it. When schools respond
to bullying, staff will also help the child who
has been bullying others to take



responsibility for their actions, and change
their behaviour. They will monitor the
situation to ensure the bullying stops, and
will support the child who has been bullied
to regain confidence and a sense of safety.
Staff may follow-up with the students who
observed the behaviour to help them learn
what to do when they see bullying. The
“conflict resolution” style of bringing the
children together is not recommended in
bullying situations, until considerable time
has gone by and all children are feeling safe
enough to talk about what happened so that
relationships can be healed.

Spring Break

Last day of School,
Friday, March 17

School Reopens,
Monday, April 3.

Thank You!
Thank you to our students who have been
stepping up to be scorekeepers during our
basketball games.  We appreciate you!

Diversity Film Festival
Every February, the School District creates
a Diversity Film Festival.  The collection of
videos is powerful and creates meaningful
and powerful dialogue amongst students.

Reading at Home
Please remember to encourage your child
to have book time for 10 to 20

minutes a night at
home.  For younger students, reading the
pictures or retelling a familiar book are just
as important as reading the words.

PAC News
PAC seed fundraiser has been extended
until February 24!  Help support our school
while creating a beautiful garden.  Please
see attachments for more information.

Please remember to donate to the PAC
Direct Drive Fundraisers on the Munch a
Lunch Web-Site.

The next PAC meeting is on Monday, March
13 at 6:00 in the Marion Schilling Library!
All parents are welcome!


